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It was concluded that we would consider the 3d as
terminating at meridian on the 4th, if Congress did not
order otherwise.

General Dix's resignation as Minister to France is re-
ceived, and the indications are that he may go to the State
Department.

March 3, Wednesday. There was an immense gathering
last evening at the Presidential reception. These " jams,"
as they are rightly called, are becoming severely oppressive,
and if Grant has the courage to effect a reformation he will
deserve the thanks of the country. To permit the Ex-
ecutive Mansion and all its approaches to be crowded by
the whole population who may choose to push themselves
forward without order or system, is preposterous. Hun-
dreds of friends and officials who desired to pay their
respects, and whom the President and his family wished
to see at this last reception, were driven away, unable to
obtain entrance. The evil should be corrected. Some of
the crowd came in with their overcoats, hats, and bon-
nets, and for mere idle curiosity. Not a few were the wild,
fanatical partisans who have busied themselves in slander-
ing, defaming, and misrepresenting the President. They,
male and female, thronged the Mansion and its parlors,
to the exclusion of social friends and political associates of
the retiring President.

Went with the Chiefs of Bureaus and officers to the Ex-
ecutive Mansion to introduce each and give all an oppor-
tunity to bid the Chief Magistrate farewell. Rear-Admiral
Joe Smith, the senior officer, who eight years ago, as now,
walked by my side, then addressed President Lincoln
with a few remarks, saying there were evidences of ap-
proaching convulsion, that "we (Navy officers) will per-
form our duty, and expect you to do yours." I now intro-
duced the officer to President Johnson with the remark
that these are the men who, in war and peace, have
stood fast by the Government and the Union, He received